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The legendary monarch was better known for losing wives than 
jewelery. 

But a cafe owner has made one of the most important Renaissance 
finds in Britain in decades - by uncovering a gold pendant linked to 
Henry VIII. 

Amateur treasure hunter Charlie Clarke found the 24-carat heart- 
shaped piece that was at first thought by curators to be 'too good to 
be true. 

It is marked on one side with the letters 'H' and 'K' in reference to 
Henry and his first wife, Katherine of Aragon. 

Henry tied the knot with Katherine in 1509 and the couple were 
married for 24 years, before the king had the union annulled so he 
could marry Anne Boleyn. 


The other side of the pendant is decorated 
with an entwined Tudor rose and a 
pomegranate bush, which was the badge of 
the former Queen of England. 

It sits on a chain made up of 75 links. 

The piece, described as 'blingy' by Rachel 
King, a curator of Renaissance Europe at the 
British Museum, was discovered by metal 
detectorist Mr. Clarke in a field in 
Warwickshire in December 2021. 

‘| had found a few coins before, nothing 
special,' the 35-year-old father of one told The 
Guardian. 'But | knew it was gold. 


jy 'When you see that colour then that is what 
| you are there for as a metal detectorist.' 


His 'once in 30 lifetimes' find caused him, he 
said, to shriek ‘like a little schoolgirl’. 


Read the entire at DailyMail.uk 


Clubhouse Address: 
3357 Susan Dr. 
Spring Hill, FL 34606 


Secretary's 
Report 


Minutes and More from Club Secretary - Melodye Steverson 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Monthly Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 
Date 1-11-23 


The meeting was called to order by President 
Judith Birx at 6pm. 
We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed 
by a moment of silent prayer. 


There were 2 new members to recognize; Jeremy 
Bell and Ron Payne. 
There were no guests in attendance. 


Leslie Newberry made a motion to accept the 
minutes of our December meeting as printed in the 
newsletter, Roberta Oldread seconded. Passed by all 
members. 

Treasurer Janet Wheeler gave the Treasurer's 
report. Michael Steverson made a motion to accept 
the Treasurer's report subject to audit. Seconded by 
Roberta Oldread. Approved by all. 


Club President Judith Birx introduced Carol 
Pebley, President of the Weeki Wachee Senior 
Citizens Club, who had requested to address our 
group. 

Ms Pebley started by saying she wanted to let us 
know what would be happening with the WWSCC in 
the near future and reminding our members that 
they are also members of the WWSCC and as such, 
are welcome to any of the activities put on by the 
club. 

She listed; An open house at the clubhouse on 
2/11/23 @ 1pm. On 3/25/23 there will be an 
“Inside/Outside Yard Sale” to raise money for the 
clubhouse. She asked members to donate items for 
the sale. 

She mentioned there are Senior Luncheons on 
Friday for $5. Also Bingo is on Thursday for a 
chance to win a $250 jackpot. 
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The WWSCC group is organizing trips, 
such as the Suncoast Broadway Theater 
for lunch and a show at $60, The Hard 
Rock Casino for $25, and an October trip 
to the Smokey Mountains of Tennessee. 
She said there was a plan to begin 
having “Movie Nights” at the clubhouse. 

Ms Pebley mentioned the need for 
someone to take over the publicity and 
events planning for the WWSCC and 
asked for volunteers. She also said their 
Board of Directors would be amending 
their By-Laws soon. 

She closed by inviting all interested 
members to attend the WWSCC Board 
meetings. 

President Birx reminded everyone of 
the agenda for the evening and went 
over the rules for “Rock Bingo”. 

She then asked for a motion to end the 
meeting “so we can all start having 
fun!” 

Roberta Oldread made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting, Carla Howell 
seconded, passed by all. 


Meeting was adjourned at 6:31pm. 


Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Secretary Melodye Steverson. 


Rock Talk 


Curiosity Finds Opal on 
Mars — A Possible 
Water Source for 
Astronauts 


Or, so REALLY out of this world cabachons! 


NASA's Curiosity rover has discovered opal on Mars. The 
deposits may prove to be valuable to future Martian 


explorers not as jewelry but as a potential source of water. 


Opal is formed when water weathers silica-rich rocks, 
forming a solution that settles into cracks and crevices in 
the rock. 

Over time, this solution hardens into a solid lump that can 
be cloudy and dull or a dazzling display of color. Most 
supplies come from either Australia or Ethiopia, but now a 
new source has been discovered - Mars. 

Throughout old images gathered by the Curiosity rover, 
lighter-colored rocks have been seen surrounding fracture 
“halos” that criss-cross the surface of the Red Planet. 
Samples of these rocks had previously been collected by 
the rover’s instruments, and in the new study, researchers 
from Arizona State University analyzed this archival data 
using new techniques. 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 


The implications of finding opal on Mars go 
beyond future astronaut adornments. 

For one, it suggests that water was present 
on Mars far more recently than is currently 
believed. Even after the surface dried out 
and became inhospitable for any microbes 
that may have lived there, conditions below 
the surface would have remained potentially 
habitable for much longer. 

That’s good news for Curiosity and its 
successor rover Perseverance, which is 
currently searching for signs of life in Jezero 
Crater - a site that’s also rich in opal-like 
material. 

The other implication is that this opal could 
be a useful source of water for future human 
visitors. Since the water isn’t tightly bound 
inside a crystal structure, it can be released 
from the material if it’s ground down and 
heated. The team estimated that a 1-meter- 
long (3.3-ft) halo could contain up to 5.7 
liters (1.5 gallons) of water in the top 0.3 m (1 
ft) from the surface. 


Read the entire article at 


Rock Talk 


2, RINGS 


At our next meeting, on February 8th, 2023, 
we'll ring in the new year with a presentation 
by Withlacoochee Rockhound Club member and 
owner of RSR Treasury Lex Kollias an Germ Setting. 
Nowadays, you don't have to fabricate your own 
setting and prongs to create a beautiful piece of jewelry. 
Lex will demonstrate how to set faceted stones using a 
designed to have a stone mounted in them. He'll go 
over the tools needed and the types of stone settings. 
that Lex will show us, it will open the 
door to many new ways of creating 
a finished piece of jewelry = 
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What is the Difference 
between Emerald and 
Green Beryl? 


Inquiring minds want to know! 


Emeralds are one of the most gorgeous and well-known 
gemstones that exist in the world. 
The first known emerald mines were in Egypt millennia 
ago, and they have been an incredible gemstone choice 
that showcases value and luxury ever since. 


However, you may have also heard of green beryl. 

Some people believe that green beryl and emeralds are the 
same, but they are not. Let us dive into the differences and 
similarities between an emerald gem and green beryl. 

Are emeralds and green beryl the same? 

No. Emeralds and green beryl are both considered part of 
the beryl mineral family, but emeralds have a few key 
differences that make them distinct and more valuable 
than green beryl. 

What is an emerald? 

Emeralds are a green to a bluish-green variety of beryl. As 
the May birthstone, they have a rich, vivid green color that 
is highly desirable. 

An emerald gets its color from chromium and/or vanadium 
trace elements, which makes it different from lighter 
green beryl. 
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What is a green beryl? 
Green beryl comes in the color of light 
green and is sometimes referred to as 
pale green beryl. While all emeralds are 
green beryl because they belong to the 
same beryl mineral species, not all green 
beryl are emeralds. 
Green beryl get their green from the 
presence of iron trace elements. 
However, light-green-colored green beryl 
do not have the same trace elements as 
emeralds. This means that you should 
not find any vanadium or chromium in 
green beryl, even if it looks green at first 
glance. 


Are there other variants of beryl? 

Yes. Beryl can come in many colors: 
green (emerald), aquamarine (blue), 
morganite (pink), red, goshenite 
(colorless), pezzottaite (pinkish red to 
pink), and heliodor (yellow). Emeralds are 
by far the most popular beryl variety 
because even those who are not 
interested in minerals and precious 
metals know of emeralds. 


Read the entire article at Belmont 
Emeralds.com 
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How to Tell If the Rock You Found Is a 
Meteorite 


Rocks...from...SPAAAACE! 


Have you found a weird looking rock when out hiking and thought, “I bet that came from outer space!” | 
have. 

Sadly, it’s almost definitely not a meteorite. As cool (and lucrative) as it would be to chance on the 
remainder of a meteor that survived its trip through the atmosphere to strike Earth, finding a bonafide 
space-rock is lottery-winning lucky. 

People thinking they’ve found a meteorite is as common as socks, though. Still, it can’t hurt to check, so 
here’s a down-and-dirty guide to whether that cool looking chunk came from space or is just a dumb, 
boring Earth rock. 

Research conducted at the University of Manchester and Imperial College suggest around 17,000 
meteorites weighing between 50 grams and 10 kilos strike Earth each year, which might sound like a lot, 
but we’re talking about tiny objects randomly scattered across the whole planet. Most of them fall into the 
oceans, and most of the ones that do hit land are small and unassuming, so the chance of you running into 
a meteorite randomly and actually noticing it are slim—only about 1,800 meteorites have been found in the 
United States in the past two centuries. You'd do better looking for diamonds, gold, and emeralds, all of 
which are more abundant than meteorites. 


Read the entire article at Yahoo.com 


Field Trips 
"Note: The Withlacoochee Rockhounds Club does not sponsor 
field trips other than trips that are sanctioned by the SFMS 
(The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies). 


Our club insurance is through SFMS and does not cover 
excursions not listed on their website as safe." 
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Mineralogical Societies 
Rockhound Roundup 
March 10-12, 2023 
9am to 4pm 
Suwanee River Music Park 
Live Oak, Florida 


Join the fun at this outdoor event! 
* Rough Rocks and Slabs 
* Polished Stones 
* Handmade Jewelry for Sale 
* Lapi & Silversmithi 
"ool! stmapaent 


Your Business Card Size Ad 


The 

to in 
Contact set up an 

ad in and 


the club website. it will benefit both 
your business and our club. 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Purpose 
We are 4 non-profit organization whose pupose is to foster interest and promote knowledge of minerals, gems, fossils, lapidary arts, and earth sciences, 
through regular meetings, informative programs, workshops, and field trips. PLUS, our annual gem, mineral and jewelry show. 
Membership is open to anyone sharing such interests. 
Dues 
Dues are $35.00 annually for adults, and $5.00 for children under 18 years of age. 


Club Meeting Location and time 
Weeki Wachee Senior Citizens Center, 3357 Susan Dr in Spring Hill. The meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM 


2023 Club Officers and Appointees 
362.587.1702 judithbira@hotmail.com 
813.677.6263 jtwojcik@verizon.net 
352.683.9496 molodye@designsbymetodye.com 
727.938.3644 ceegiri@tampabay.rr.com 
407.376.5570 highianderS$@gmail.com 
407.376.5570 highlander56@gmail.com 
727.938.3644 Ceogiri@tampabay.rr.com 
342.848.5199 ddupont@tampabay.rr.com 
407.376.5570 hightanderS6@gmail.com 


Board of Directors 
Judith Birx (President) Melodye Steverson (Secretary) Janet Wheeler (Treasurer) 
Roberta Oldread Michael Steverson Ralph Barber (Past President) 
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What is a Rockhound? 


They sit to your left and right at our 
meetings! 


What is a rockhound? 

I started thinking about what makes up a 
“rockhound” when I was leaving an emerald field in 
North Carolina. 

The owner had shown me several of the emeralds 
from her diggings and then made a derogatory 
remark about the rockhounds that visited her mine, 
citing their lack of knowledge in looking for these 
gems. 

At the moment | was hot, sweaty and covered with a 
layer of wet red clay from digging at the bottom of a 
pit for several hours. 
| did not take to this remark kindly and had to bite 
my tongue not to make a caustic comment in return. 
However, as | drove away | remembered that she had 
several beautiful emeralds she couldn’t bear to part 
with, along with a stunning piece of quartz that she 
recently bought from one of her customers. Ha, I 
thought, she is nothing but a rockhound herself. She 
just has more specialized knowledge of the minerals 
in her area. 

Rockhounds come in all shapes, sizes, occupations, 
and ages. | recently left Arizona and turned over the 
leavings of the rockpile in my backyard to the 
neighborhood children. Within hours, it disappeared - 
the baby boom of five new rock piles and five new 
rockhounds. 


we 


) 
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Some rockhounds just collect micro- 
mounts. They usually give one the feeling 
that they are the creme de la créme of 
rockhounds. | have spent many boring hours 
looking through a magnifying glass at the 
minute grains in their collections. 

They always have several of these glasses 
around and at least one microscope. I’ve 
noticed they lower their voices at what they 
have paid for these tiny bits of rock if their 
spouse is not a collector. 

Rockhounds do get sneaky if only one 
partner collects. | once moved 1,500 pounds 
of rock across the country in cartons marked 
“books” so that my husband wouldn't realize 
just why the moving company was charging 
us so much. 

I have friends who own a commercial quartz 
crystal mine in Arkansas. Do you think they 
can part with their best pieces? Of course 
not. 

Their home is lined with shelves of beautiful 
specimens, along with their driveway, porch 
patio and even their kitchen window. 

They have all the symptoms of dyed-in-the- 
wool rockhounds. 


Read the entire article at RockNGem.com 


Rock Talk 


Bench Tips 
from Brad Smith 


Brad Smith's Bench Tips are a monthly feature of Rock Talk 


CUTTING MOLDS 
Cutting molds is easier and more precise with a sharp blade. 


Anew Xacto blade is sufficient for cutting RTV molds but is 
usually not sharp enough for vulcanized rubber molds. 

For that it's best to use scalpel blades available from most 
jewelry supply companies. 

The #11 blade is triangle shaped, and the #12 is hawksbill 
shaped. 

| find the hawksbill is particularly nice for cutting the 
registration keys of the mold. 


USING YOUR THUMB 


When using multiple bits in a Foredom, we often have to 
deal with several different shaft sizes - the usual 3/32 inch 
burs, the larger 1/8 inch shafts sizes and of course the many 
different sizes of drills. 

For some reason | really dislike having to turn the key 
multiple times to open or close the jaws of the handpiece 
chuck. 


So | have two ways to speed up that task. 
For opening up the jaws, | just remember "four", the 
number of turns | have to make to open the chuck just 
enough from the 3/32 bur shaft size to the larger 1/8 bur 
shaft size. 


For closing the jaws around a smaller shaft, there's a neat 
trick. 
Hold the new bit in the center of the open jaws of the chuck, 
put your thumb lightly onto the outer toothed collar of the 
chuck, and gently start up the Foredom. 

As the chuck turns, it will naturally tighten the jaws 
around the bur shaft or the drill bit. 
Then all you have to do is a final tightening with the key. 


Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Page 9 


Rock Talk Funny Papers 


ONE PANEL GUIDE TO... 
GEOLOGY 
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Tengous Rock SEDIMENTARY Rock 


SOMETIMES BUBBLY CRunBLy 
NO SHINY BITS LOTS OF BITS IN 
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METAMORPHIC Rock * Rock CAKE 
ax Gana ae moan oe 


ERRANTSCIENCE.COM 


| TOLD You IF You FeD 
x IT, IT WOULD Keep 
e, COMING BACK. 


Favorite 


of Rock Shops Ai 
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“It’s not a mess. It’s my 
rock collection.” 
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From The Editor 


Hello to all Withlacoochee Rockhounds 


It is |, your friendly neighborhood editor again. 


If you missed our January 2023 meeting, you missed Game of Stones. For those of you who have 
been with us for this in the past, you remember this as Rock Bingo. EVERYONE had a great time. And, 
everyone left with a "bingo" prize. 


Do NOT miss this month's meeting. It's Lord of the Rings. Yes, vice-president Janice and | seem to 
have this theme going, don't we? Club Member Alex Kollias will be demonstrating how to set faceted 
stones in rings. 


All of you should have receive an e-mail regarding membership renewal. We are now into 2023, and 
your dues for the new year are due. You can pay them at the meeting. You can mail them into the 
address on the membership form. Or as an added convenience this year, your membership renewal 
e-mail has a link where you can pay for you membership via credit card. No muss, no fuss. 


Google recently introduced a new feature for YouTube channels. They are called Handles. | secured 
our handle for our YouTube channel. With handles, our YouTube address is far easier to remember, 
and to mention to anyone. Our YouTube channel address with our handle is 
https://www.youtube.com/@withlacoocheerockhounds. So, basically, all you would need to do is go 
to YouTube.com/ and add the @withlacoocheerockhounds after the forward-slash. Easy-peezy! 


If you would like to place a business card ad in the newsletter, please feel free to contact me, and 
we'll get you added to the next available issue. 


Additionally, if any of you have not received your newsletter or are not receiving my e-mail blasts 
(meetings, rock sales, etc.), please check your spam folder. If yo zu still are not receiving them, please 
contact me, and let's make sure I have your correct e-mail address. | have a few of you who 
unsubscribed from the mailings. | cannot add you back to the list. You have to subscribe to get back 
on the list. It's a permissions thing. 


Our Board would like our members to come up with suggestions for Programs to be presented at 
our monthly meetings. What would you like to see? What would you like to learn? What would you 
like to know? Is there something you'd like to teach or present? You can help our club expand its 
educational repertoire. We'd love to hear from you all. 

Contact any Board member or bring your written suggestions to a meeting. 


Rock Onl!!! 


Club Phone Number - 352.587.2714 


Warning to Withlacoochee Rockhound Members 
During the last several months, illicit requests 
have been sent to members of various clubs in the US, 
including the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, asking members 
to purchase gift cards that would be used as donations to 
various organizations. 
These are SCAMS. 

Be advised that our club has never and will never ask 
members to buy gift cards or provide any form of 
monitary funds to anyone or any organization by 

phone call, email, or any other method of communication. 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Rock Talk 


Rockhounds Advertisers 


Jewels by Jude 


STONE JEWELRY 


bottle wind chimes 


Judith Birx 


Member of Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Judithbirx@hotmail.com 

Natural Stone Jewelry , Wire Wrapping , 
Crystals , Beading 


352-587-1702 
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CUSTOM LEATHER CREATIONS: 
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2 : = Handmade & mS wire wrapped ca 
Andie "ecHos foi pee Callie 4 °< Jewelry, Cabochons, Stones & more oe: 
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Iilelodye Steve . ge. DAO7- 760-4472" = 352-302-2487 se 
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KELLY JOHNSON | 
MINERALS*FOSSILS*CABOCHONS @. Rovie Alford 
FLINTKNAPPED STONE BLADE KNIVES ‘4 
buy / sell / trade retail / wholesale Lapidary Equipment Repairs lesser te | 
.. Yes | buy collections, lapidary equipment, etc... a Caneie: Tumblers, Saws and 4 x s ~ 
email: KellyMineralsFossils@aol.com Silversmithing | ennett Sco 
facebook: Kelly minerals fossils PO ET ene oa: OER sith Ney Caltr SOS Poe Tae Yate eile Cemetiee™ | 678-642-7953 
239-940-9773 SPRING HILL, FL Phone 270-999-9144. roviea712@ yahoo.com bscott@scottmetalart.com 


amem Your Business Card Size Ad in Rock Talk 


The cost for non-club members to advertise their businesses in 


Gail’ S . Gitt Hut Rock Talk is $10.00 per month. 
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an ad in both the newsletter and 
gailsgifthut@gmail.com Howards Flea Market c . 
: 13.15.1719 the club website. It will benefit both 
HOMOSASSA, FL. 34446 your business and our club. 


If you ad has a web address, or Etsy shop address, | have linked to it. 


Advertisers Are Needed 
Please help us find advertisers for the Rock Talk and our website. 
The monthly income from these ads is beneficial to the club. 
Both the Rock Talk and our website have more exposure than only club members. 
Contact club treasurer Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com or 
send to: 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 5634 Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Rock Talk 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Membership Form 


2023 


Annual Dues: Individual member, $35.00. Under 18 years of age, $5.00 


L) Check if current member 


L) Check if returning meminer with change of infomation 


i Check if mew member _] Check if under 18 


Please Print Clearly 
Last name First Name 
Street Address: 
City State ZIP 


Phone Number (5) 


Email address: 


You may now fill in the fields on this form if you are viewing it on your computer or tablet. 
Each field may be clicked on and then you may type in your information, 
You will still need to print out the form, but your added information should show on the form. 


Give this completed form along with your check for dues made out to “Withlacoochee 
Rockhounds” to club secretary Janet Wheeler at a club meeting. Or mail the form and 
your check to: 

Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 5634 
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 


2022 
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